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GRADE NINE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Independent Novel Assignment #1

Book Talk
A book talk is a short, interesting oral report on a novel that is read independently. Students are asked to choose a novel they would like to read and then use the following questions to prepare a report to share with the class.
STEP ONE:
Introduce the novel.








Value = 10%
· State the title of the novel and the name of the author.

· Engage your audience with an attention-grabbing opening statement!
STEP TWO:
Briefly summarize the novel. 







  Value = 20%
· A summary should be chronological; focus on what happened at the beginning of the novel, the middle, and the end.

· Remember to briefly discuss SETTING, CHARACTER, and CONFLICT.
·  Don’t give away the ending – someone else might want to read your novel!
STEP THREE:
Discuss the main message or theme of the novel. 




  Value = 30%
· Theme should be expressed as a statement that communicates a universal truth. What life lesson did you take away from reading this book?
· Provide three specific examples (DIRECT QUOTES) from the novel to show how this theme was developed. Be sure to EXPLAIN how each example reveals the development of this theme. 
STEP FOUR:
Make EITHER a text-to-self or a text-to-text connection with your novel. 

  Value = 20%
· Remember, a text-to-self connection is a connection between a text you are reading and a personal experience you’ve had, while a text-to-text connection is between a text you are reading and a text you’ve read before.

· The word “text” can mean just about anything; a book, poem, movie, television show, etc.  

· Be sure to discuss the SPECIFIC similarities that exist between your novel and the text or experience you are describing!

STEP FIVE:
Comment on the strengths and weaknesses of this novel.



  Value = 10%
· Discuss SPECIFICALLY what elements of this novel you found most enjoyable.
· Discuss SPECIFICALLY what elements of this novel you found least enjoyable.
· In both instances, give consideration to the setting, characters, key conflicts, etc.
STEP SIX:
Make a recommendation. 







Value = 10%
· State who, specifically, you would recommend this novel to.

· Offer an explanation as to why you would recommend this novel to that particular group.
Use the template below to complete a ROUGH DRAFT of your assignment – for your FINAL DRAFT, you will need to format your responses as a formal presentation. 
REMEMBER TO RESPOND IN FULL AND COMPLETE SENTENCES!
STEP ONE:
Engage your reader with an opening statement, stating both the title and author.


______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

STEP TWO:
Briefly summarize the setting of the novel.



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

Briefly summarize the characters in the novel.



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

Briefly summarize the main conflicts in the novel.



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

STEP THREE:
State an appropriate theme that has been developed throughout this novel.



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Provide one EXAMPLE from the BEGINNING of the novel to show the development of this theme. Be sure your example is in the form of a DIRECT QUOTE!

______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

Explain HOW this example shows the development of this theme.



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

Provide another EXAMPLE from the MIDDLE of the novel to show the development of this theme. Be sure your example is in the form of a DIRECT QUOTE!
______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

Explain HOW this example shows the development of this theme.



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

Provide one last EXAMPLE from the END of the novel to show the development of this theme. Be sure your example is in the form of a DIRECT QUOTE!
______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

Explain HOW this example shows the development of this theme.



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

STEP FOUR:
State the type of connection (text-to-self or text-to-text) you were able to make with this novel. 


______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Describe this personal experience or text in appropriate detail, focusing on what specific events allowed you to make your connection. 



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

Explain HOW this experience or text is connected to your independent novel.



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

STEP FIVE:
What, in your opinion, were the STRENGTHS of this novel? What did you like most about it? 



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

What, in your opinion, were the WEAKNESSES of this novel? What did you like least about it?



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

STEP SIX:
WHO, specifically, would you recommend this novel to?


______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Explain WHY you would recommend this novel to that particular audience.



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________

