Essay Unit Terms Grade 9

	Essay
	A short piece of prose usually expressing the point of view of the author. An essay has three main parts: an introductory paragraph, main body, and a concluding paragraph

	Fiction
	Prose in which the characters and events are imaginary

	Non-fiction
	Any piece of prose writing that is not based on imaginary

	Narrative
	A piece of writing that tells the story

	Expository
	A piece of writing that explains how and why something happens

	Descriptive
	A piece of writing that gives the reader a clear picture of a place, person, event or thing.

	Persuasive
	A piece of writing in which the author attempts to convince the reader

	Biography
	An account of the life of an individual other than a writer

	Autobiography
	A narrative about or from the person writing it

	Thesis
	The position/opinion  the writer is trying to defend

	Objective
	Writing that presents factual information and a variety of viewpoints

	Subjective
	Writing that a particular viewpoint with support selected to support just that viewpoint

	Formal
	Usually objective writing that deals with more serious ideas and topics

	Informal 
	Writing with the quality of everyday conversation and that shows a great deal of the author’s personality

	Paragraph
	A group of sentences relating to a single idea or topic

	Topic sentence
	A sentence which expresses the main idea of a paragraph

	Unity
	 A quality of writing in which all the sentences and paragraphs support one main idea

	Coherence
	A clear, logical flow in writing with smooth transitions between sentences and between paragraphs


